
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 8, 2024 

 

Robert Santos 

Director 

U.S. Census Bureau 

 

Subject: Follow-up Request for Reclassification of the Hmong as Southeast Asian in 

Census Data 

 

Dear Director Santos, 

 

We write to follow up on our previous letters to Census Bureau staff regarding the 

reclassification of the Hmong community as Southeast Asian rather than East Asian in U.S. 

Census data. As we highlighted in our previous letters to Census staff on March 2, 2023, and 

May 11, 2023, accurately reflecting the cultural, historical, and geographic ties of the Hmong 

community to Southeast Asia is of great importance to our communities.  

 

Since our letters, we have received significant support from community members, advocacy 

groups, and stakeholders who share our concerns about the misclassification of the Hmong 

population. Over 1,700 individuals have signed onto our attached petition urging the Bureau to 

reclassify the Hmong as Southeast Asian and for the Bureau to continue engaging with this 

population in the formulation of the 2030 Census. The issue continues to gain traction within the 

Southeast Asian American community, with growing awareness of the implications of accurate 

demographic representation and its potential impact on not just our data, visibility, and identity 

but also on potential research and funding.  

 

We understand that reclassification decisions require careful consideration and deliberation, and 

we appreciate the complexity of the process. However, we remain steadfast in our belief that 

reclassifying the Hmong as Southeast Asian would align more closely with their identity and 

cultural heritage, and it would also provide a more accurate portrayal of their experiences in the 

United States. 

 



Furthermore, reclassification would contribute to addressing longstanding disparities in access to 

resources and services faced by the Hmong community. Accurate census data is essential for 

informing policies, allocating resources, and addressing the needs of underserved communities, 

and we believe that this change would help advance equity and justice for the Hmong population. 

 

We respectfully urge the U.S. Census Bureau to prioritize this matter and initiate the necessary 

steps to reclassify the Hmong community as Southeast Asian and continue the agency’s 

improved community engagement with the Hmong and broader Southeast Asian refugee 

community moving into the 2030 Census. Our organizations and partners welcome an 

opportunity to meet directly with you and are ready to provide any assistance or support needed 

to facilitate this process and ensure its successful implementation. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this important issue. We look forward to continuing our dialogue 

and working together to achieve accurate representation for all communities in the United States. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

AAPIData 

Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC 

Coalition of Asian-American Leaders (CAAL) 

Freedom, Inc. 

Hmong American Partnership 

Hmong Cultural Center of Butte County 

Hmong National Development 

Hmong Innovating Politics 

National Council of Asian Pacific Americans (NCAPA)  

Stone Soup Fresno 

Southeast Asia Resource Action Center (SEARAC) 

The Fresno Center 

 

CC: Nicholas A. Jones, Director of Race and Ethnicity Research and Outreach, Population 

Division  

 

Rachel Marks, Branch Chief, Racial Statistics Branch, Population Division 

 

Mayumi Hairston Escalante, Partner Liaison and Program Manager, Office of Strategic 

Alliances 

 

Erika L. Moritsugu, Deputy Assistant to the President and AANHPI Islander Senior 

Liaison, The White House 

 

Krystal Ka’ai, Executive Director, White House Initiative on Asian Americans, Native 

Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders 

 

The President’s Advisory Commission on Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and 

Pacific Islanders Subcommittee on Data Disaggregation 



Misclassification of the Hmong Community by Census Bureau 

 

We, the undersigned, come together as a united voice to advocate for a change that is deeply 

meaningful to our community—the reclassification of the Hmong people as Southeast Asian in 

the U.S. Census. We ask that you correct this mistake and re-release the 2020 Census data 

products within one year. We also ask that you increase your engagement with the Hmong 

community to ensure that our communities are accurately represented in the future. This change 

is important to us, as it recognizes our unique heritage, our journey, and our contributions to this 

great nation.  

 

The Hmong community is bound by a shared indigenous history and culture that finds its roots in 

the lush mountains of Southeast Asia. Our connection to countries like Laos, Vietnam, Thailand, 

and parts of China is the heartbeat of who we are. Our language, customs, and traditions tell a 

story of resilience and strength. We have faced many hardships, including forced migration and 

persecution, but through it all, our distinct identity as Southeast Asian has remained unwavering. 

 

Reclassifying the Hmong as Southeast Asian in the Census is more than a change on paper—it is 

a recognition of our dignity, our struggles, and our triumphs, including our support for the United 

States in Laos during the Secret War. It will provide clearer data to shape policies that better 

serve our community, ensuring we receive the support we need to thrive in this country we now 

call home. 

 

This change aligns with the Census Bureau's commitment to inclusivity and fairness. By making 

this adjustment, you show us that our voices matter, that our heritage is valued, and that we are 

seen. It is a step towards cultural sensitivity and a more inclusive representation of the beautiful 

mosaic that is America. Our call for this reclassification is not new. It has been echoed in our 

community for years, a chorus of voices yearning to be heard and recognized. Internationally, 

our identity as Southeast Asian is acknowledged, and we ask that you extend this recognition to 

us here in the United States. 

 

We understand the complexities involved in categorizing diverse groups, but this change is a 

beacon of hope for our community—a promise that our story will be accurately told, that our 

needs will be understood, and that our contributions will be celebrated. We implore you to 

reconsider the classification of the Hmong community as Southeast Asian in the current Census 

products. 
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