
2007 Southeast Asian American National Leadership Gathering:
Collaborating Actions Among Leaders

July 22-25, 2007
George Washington University, Washington, DC

Elliot School of International Affairs
1957 E Street NW, Room 213 (2nd Floor)

AGENDA
Sunday, July 22, 2007

10:00-11:55 am Registration & Lunch – Room 213, 1957 E Street
Check-in for Sunday Arrivals

12:00-12:30 pm Welcome Remarks and Introductions
 Doua Thor, Executive Director, Southeast Asia Resource Action Center (SEARAC)
 Phitsamay Sychitkokhong Uy, Board Chair, SEARAC

12:30-1:30 pm
Moderator:

Panelists:

Opening Plenary: Reflection & Analysis: History of Activism & Future of Social Change
 Yimeen Vu, Project Specialist, Mosaica
 Channapha Khamvongsa, Program Officer, Public Interest Projects
 Hung Nguyen, Immediate Past President/CEO, National Congress of Vietnamese

Americans
 Bo Thao, BRIDGE Director of National Gender & Equity Campaign, Asian

Americans/Pacific Islanders in Philanthropy

1:30-1:45 pm Break

1:45-3:45 pm New Participants – Room 213
 The Difference Between Advocacy and Lobbying (Facilitated by: TC Duong,

Community Resources Program Manager, National Coalition for Asian Pacific
American Community Development)

 Media Skills Training (Facilitated by: Toby Chaudhuri, Communications Director,
Campaign for AmericaÕs Future)

Past Participants – Room 316
 Base-Building and Organizing, Advocacy Beyond the Beltway (Facilitated by: Doua

Thor & Torm Nompraseurt, Project Coordinator, Laotian Organizing Project of Asian
Pacific Environmental Network)

3:45-5:45pm Issue Group Work

5:45-6:00 pm Closing Remarks

6:00 pm Adjourn for Day 1 – Dinner on your own
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Monday, July 23, 2007

8:15-8:45 am Breakfast - Room 213, 1957 E Street

8:45-9:45 am
Moderator:

Panelists:

Morning Plenary: Grassroots Activism
 Khammany Mathavongsy, California Projects Director, SEARAC
 Suely Ngouy, Executive Director, Khmer Girls in Action
 Torm Nompraseurt, Project Coordinator, Laotian Organizing Project of Asian Pacific

Environmental Network
 Tou Ger Xiong, Comedian/Activist

9:45-10:00 am Break

10:00 am-12:00 pm Base-Building Conversation Part 1

12:00-1:00 pm Lunch

1:00-6:00 pm Issue Group Work

6:00-6:15 pm Review Logistics of Capitol Hill Day

6:15 pm Adjourn for Day 2

6:30-9:30 pm SEARAC Reception: “A Decade of Strong Leadership”
Continental Ballroom in Marvin Center, George Washington University
$25 discounted ticket price for Leadership Gathering Participants/$50 for all other guests
Food & Beverages will be served

 *Please be prompt for Tuesday’s events and be aware of the early time schedule of 7:30 a.m.  Don’t forget to bring
ID for security check.  Wear your Leadership Gathering t-shirt and comfortable shoes!!!

Tuesday, July 24, 2007

7:00-7:30 am Breakfast – Room 213, 1957 E Street

7:45-9:00 am Welcoming Remarks
 Christine Chen, Executive Director, Asian and Pacific Islander American Vote
 Lisa Hasegawa, Executive Director, National Coalition of Asian Pacific American

Community Development
 Congressman Mike Honda, D-15th-CA

9:00 am Depart to Capitol Hill

10:00 am-12:00 pm Legislative Visits

11:30 am-12:30 pm Depart Capitol Hill

12:00-1:00 pm Lunch – National Education Association (Auditorium, 1201 16th St NW)

1:00-1:45 pm Leadership Opportunities for Youth and Economic Empowerment
 Leslie Moe-Kaiser, Corporate Relations Manager, Public Affairs, State Farm

1:45-4:00 pm Debrief
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4:00 pm Adjourn for Day 3 – Dinner on your own

4:30 pm Optional Tour of Washington, DC

Wednesday, July 25, 2007

8:00-8:45 am Breakfast – Room 213, 1957 E Street

9:00-10:00 am
Moderator:
Panelists:

Closing Plenary: Collaborating Across Ethnic and Racial Lines
 Doua Thor
 Deepa Iyer, Executive Director, South Asian American Leaders of Tomorrow
 Floyd Mori, Executive Director, Japanese American Citizens League
 Eric Robinson, Program Director, Somali Family Care Network

10:00-10:30 am Town Hall

10:30 am-12:30 pm Base-Building Conversation Part 2

12:30-1:30 pm Lunch

1:30 pm Presentation of Certificates

2:00 pm Adjourn for Day 4 – Departures

Note on Lobbying:
This program will not include lobbying, defined as the attempt to influence particular pieces of draft or pending
legislation.  Rather, training activities will focus on education – of participants and of the decision-makers with

whom they meet.

Sponsored by

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there. ®


