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I .  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPDATES: 
 
California Health Care Reform  
Governor Schwarzenegger and legislative leaders have been debating healthcare reform 
proposals for the past year.  The current proposal set forth by Senator Pro Tem Don Perata and 
Speaker Fabian Núñez is set for a hearing at the Capital on November 14, 2007.  Some key 
elements to this proposal includes the expansion of public programs such as Medi-Cal and 
Healthy Families; the mandate that all employees must be insured by their employer or a 
statewide purchasing pool which will include contributions from the employer; and the mandate 
that all Californians must purchase health insurance.  There are some affordability issues that are 
addressed through tax credits for those who are 450% below the poverty line as well as an 
exemption for those with a financial hardship or if the price of purchase would exceed more than 
6.5% of an individual’s income.  For more information please visit the California Health Reform 
website here: http://calhealthreform.org/.  SEARAC will continue to monitor the progress and 
will keep our friends and partners updated.   
 
Nail Salon Legislative Hearing with Senator Carole Migden in San Francisco 
Senator Carole Migden together with the California Healthy Nail Salon Collaborative invites 
members of the public to show your support for this community as nail salon workers, owners 
and advocates join together with key state agencies to discuss important health and safety issues 
facing this community.  Vietnamese translation will be provided.  This event will be on 
Thursday, November 15, 2007 from 9:30am-12pm at the San Francisco City Hall located at 1 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place San Francisco, CA 94102, Chambers, Rm 250.  For more 
information or to RSVP, please call Lenh Tsan at 415.848.7715 or Cat Bao Le at 415.896.1701. 
 
CCFRA: ÒChanging Lives through PartnershipsÓ Dinner 
Central California Forum on Refugee Affairs (CCFRA) will be recognizing employers who have 
a consistent hiring record of employment of refugees in the community within the past five years 
at this employer recognition dinner/scholarship fundraiser.  The event will be held on December 
7, 2007 from 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM at the Hope Lutheran Church locates at 364 E. Barstow, 
Fresno, CA 93710.  Tickets are available for $30 per person or $280 for a table of ten.  For 
tickets or more information contact Andrew Xiong at (559)255-8395, ext 242, or MaiShing 
Xiong at (559)263-1351.  
 
I I . GRANT AND SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: 
 
Youth HOPE grants for Sacramento Region 
The Sacramento Region Community Foundation’s Grants Advisory Board for Youth 
(GABY) is now accepting applications for its 2007- 2008 Youth HOPE Grants.  GABY will seek  
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to fund youth-led projects that address a range of issues impacting youth in the areas of arts and 
culture, children and youth, education, environment, health and wellness, neighborhood 
development, poverty and human assistance and voter education.  Youth-led projects must have 
an adult team member and an agency sponsor (can be a non-profit organization, a school or a 
church).  Youth-led groups may apply for up to $2,500 to carry out their Youth HOPE Grant 
project ideas in Sacramento and Yolo counties.  Grant applications are due to the Sacramento 
Region Community Foundation by 5:00 p.m., Monday, November 26, 2007 (materials must be 
postmarked no later than Friday, November 23rd).  For additional information please visit 
www.sacregcf.org  or contact Renie Mungas at 916-921-7723 or renee@sacregcf.org.   
 
CAN: Capacity Building Projects for the Central Valley 
In partnership with several foundations, the California Association of Nonprofits (CAN) will be 
offering an opportunity for the Tulare, Kings, Fresno, Merced and Madera counties for youth 
serving nonprofits to participate in a funded, two year comprehensive capacity building project.  
There will be a meeting in Fresno at 10 am and Merced at 3pm on December 6, 2007 to learn 
more about this opportunity for organizations who currently do not have access to capacity 
building.  At each meeting CAN will provide details about the mission, goals and purpose of the 
project, provide further information about how participating organizations will be selected and 
answer any questions you may have about the project. Please RSVP by November 16, 2007 to 
Gregg Davidson: gdavidson@CAnonprofits.org or (213) 347-2070 ext. 207.
  
Barbara Jordan Health Scholars Program 
The Barbara Jordan Health Policy Scholars Program brings talented college seniors and recent 
graduates to Washington, D.C., where they are placed in congressional offices and learn about 
health policy issues, with a focus on issues affecting racial and ethnic minorities and underserved 
communities. Through the nine-week program (May 19-July 26, 2008), Scholars gain knowledge 
about federal legislative procedure and health policy issues, while further developing their 
critical thinking and leadership skills.  Deadline to apply is December 14, 2007.  Please visit 
their website for more details and for the application: 
http://www.kff.org/minorityhealth/bjscholars/index.cfm.  
 
The Asian Pacific Rim Foundation Community Projects and Scholarship Grants 
The Asian Pacific Rim Foundation will be awarding grants for community projects to promote 
and preserve Asian Pacific Islanders’ culture, encourage education and respond to community 
needs.  This foundation also provides scholarships for youths to attain a higher education.  Only 
organizations in the Sacramento region are eligible to apply.  Deadline to apply is December 31, 
2007.  For additional information and applications, please contact: Bernadette Chiang at (916) 
381-2888 or email: bcadesign@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Gates Millennium Scholars 
The scholarship is funded by Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and is open to anyone who 
meets Pell Grant criteria, has a 3.3-4.0 GPA, is a citizen, permanent or legal resident, is enrolling 
in an accredited college for the first time and has demonstrated leadership abilities through 
community service or other activities.  Please visit their website for the application: 
www.gmsp.org.   The deadline is December 31, 2007 for hard copy and January 11, 2008 for 
online submissions.  
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2008 James I rvine Foundation Leadership Awards 
The James Irvine Foundation is now accepting applications for the 2008 James Irvine 
Foundation Leadership Awards, which recognize individuals who are advancing innovative, 
effective solutions to some of the challenging issues facing California. Award recipients will 
each receive $125,000. To nominate a leader or to read about past recipients, click here. 
http://irvine.org/leadershipAwards/.   Nominations are due by January 18, 2008. 
 

I I I . TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES: 
 
IRS Workshop for 501 (c) (3) Exempt Organizations 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is holding workshops for administrators, volunteers or tax 
practitioners who are responsible for an organization's tax compliance. Each workshop is limited 
to 200 attendees and will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis. The non-refundable cost is 
$45 and includes a text and other IRS forms and publications. Pre-registration is required.The 
workshops will explain what 501(c) (3) organizations must do to keep their tax-exempt status 
and comply with tax obligations. Each workshop will cover the benefits and responsibilities of 
tax-exempt status and actions that could jeopardize that status; unrelated business income and 
gaming; employment issues; an explanation of Form 990 and the new "e-Postcard" filing 
requirement; and required disclosures. Workshop leaders will also discuss how the Pension 
Protection Act of 2006 affects exempt organizations.  The workshop does not cover how to apply 
for tax-exempt status or compliance requirements for non-501(c) (3) organizations.  This 
workshop will happen in Sacramento on December 18, 19 and 20.  For more information or to 
register, go to the Charities & Non-Profits page at http://www.irs.gov/eo and click on the 
“Calendar of Events” link. Information and registration is also available by calling Events by 
Design, the IRS’ registration services provider, at 1-800-521-3980.   
 

IV: UPCOMING CONFERENCES: 
 
Southeast Asian Intercollegiate Summit: (re)EVALUATING and (re)ACTING to our ÒProblemsÓ 
UC Berkeley's Southeast Asian Student Coalition (SASC) is working collaboratively with the 
Berkeley Cambodian Student Association (BCSA), Laotian American Student Representatives 
(LASR), and the Vietnamese Student Association (VSA) to plan a Southeast Asian 
Intercollegiate Summit that would work towards the SASC mission statement: "To unite 
Southeast Asian communities, particularly those bounded by the historical context of the Viet 
Nam War, and to address the social injustices, the economic inequalities, and political under 
representation that they face."This is a nation-wide gathering of college students and/or young 
professionals who are community leaders and activists organizing on behalf of advancing 
Southeast Asian communities in the United States.  This event will take place on January 11-12, 
2008 at UC Berkeley.  Please register by November 23, 2007 at: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=M4i3nFpJKdrcrCiearqkow_3d_3d.  Please contact 
sasc.summit@gmail.com for more information.   
 

V. COMMUNITY RESOURCES: 
 
Grassroots Fundraising Journal 
The Grassroots Fundraising Journal is a nonprofit organization who produces information on 
how to build financially successful organizations.  This website offers online based seminars,  
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basic information about grassroots fundraising as well as links to further resources that will assist 
organizations in conducting their own trainings on fundraising.  Follow this link to the website: 
http://www.grassrootsfundraising.org/index.html.   
 
New Report on Minority Voter Mobilization 
The James Irvine Foundation sponsored the California Votes Initiative which was an initiative 
that sought to improve voter turnout among infrequent voters (especially in the low income and 
ethnic communities), experiment and learn about effective approaches to voter mobilization and 
also garner the interest and attention of policymakers and political candidates to the low income 
and ethnic communities in California.  Among its findings, the report from the California Votes 
Initiative indicates a strong relationship between the amounts of personal interaction during 
outreach activities and voter participation.  The full report can be found here:  
http://www.irvine.org/assets/pdf/pubs/evaluation/CA_Vote_FINAL_Sep19.pdf. 
 
 
For more information, call or email SEARAC’s California office: 
 
  Catherina Nou 
  California Policy Advocate 
  Southeast Asia Resource Action Center (SEARAC) 
  Email: cat@searac.org  
  Phone: (916) 428-7444   

 
HELP is collaborative project of the Southeast Asia Resource Action Center (SEARAC), 
California Health Advocates (CHA) and National Asian Pacific Center on Aging (NAPCA) 
through generous grants from The California Endowment (TCE) and the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Service-Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR). The project provides 
California-based Southeast Asian American community organizations Ð mutual assistance 
associations (MAAs) and faith-based organizations (FBOs) Ð with sub-grants, training, and 
technical assistance in order to improve their work with underserved elderly community 
members.  Information and resources about the HELP project are available at 
http://www.searac.org/help 


