
October 20, 2004

HELP DISABLED AND ELDERLY REFUGEES

DID YOU KNOW ??

1. If you are a refugee who arrived in the U.S. on August 22, 1996 or after, and you are
disabled, you will have only 7 years to become a U.S. citizen,* or you will lose all of your
Supplemental Security Income (SSI).

2. If you are a refugee who arrived in the U.S. at any time, and you reach the age of 65 on
August 22, 1996 or after, you will lose your SSI benefits after 7 years unless you become a U.S.
citizen.*

3. Becoming a U.S. citizen takes many years and is difficult, especially for elderly and disabled
refugees.

4. Refugees with SSI often have no other form of financial support.

The White House, along with many members of the U.S. Congress, are trying to extend the SSI
limit for refugees from 7 years to 9 years.  Many think this is a temporary solution, but better than
nothing.

IF YOU THINK THIS IS IMPORTANT YOU CAN:

A. Call or e-mail your member of Congress and tell them you care about this issue, which is
included in bills called HR 4035 and S.2623.  You can find contact information for your members
of Congress at http://www.house.gov/ and http://www.senate.gov/.

B. Use the sign-on letter below.  Contact Luis Campillo by email at campillo@nilc-dc.org for
more information or to sign on.

C. Visit http://www.nilc.org/immspbs/ssi/index.htm for more information on this issue.

* Note: U.S. Citizen or Legal Permanent Resident (LPR) with 10 years of work experience.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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October ___, 2004

The Honorable (INSERT NAME)
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
or
The Honorable (INSERT NAME)
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Representative/Senator (INSERT NAME),

We are writing to ask for your help in addressing the needs of an extremely vulnerable population
of refugees in (INSERT STATE) as part of the "omnibus" appropriations bill that Congress is
scheduled to consider in November.

Currently, (hundreds/thousands) of refugees and asylees (and Cuban-Haitian entrants) in our state
are facing the loss of Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits.   These are people who fled
persecution or torture in countries such as (LIST EXAMPLES), and now are too elderly or disabled
to support themselves.  SSI benefits are modest stipends that help keep them from falling too deeply
into poverty.

In the mid-1990s, Congress set a seven-year time limit on SSI eligibility for refugees and asylees.
The expectation was that this would provide sufficient time for people to become naturalized
citizens, and thereby preserve their SSI eligibility.  However, due in part to processing delays at
federal immigration offices, particularly after the September 11 tragedy, many refugees and asylees
have not been able to make it all the way through the citizenship process in seven years. This
became apparent last year, when the first wave of refugees and asylees started to hit the time limit
through no fault of their own.

The President's fiscal year 2005 budget recognized this problem, and proposed to extend SSI
eligibility.  There is bipartisan legislation pending in both houses, H.R. 4035 and S. 2623, that
provides a two-year extension for refugees and asylees.  We strongly urge you to include
this measure in the "omnibus" appropriations bill that will be considered in November.  This is the
last opportunity for Congress to help this vulnerable population before the year's end.

If you have any questions, please contact (INSERT NAME) at (INSERT PHONE) or (INSERT
EMAIL).  We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

_________________________



To sign on, send the following information to Luis Campillo by email at
campillo@nilc-dc.org or by fax at 202-216-0266.

Yes, my organization will sign on to the letter supporting the extension
of SSI benefits for elderly and disabled refugees and asylees.

Your Name:  __________________________________________________

Name of your organization (as you would like it printed):
_______________________________________________

Type of Organization (please check one):  ____National ____State or
Local

Address:  _______________________  City________________________________
State____________________

Phone:  _________________________  Fax:  ___________________________
E-mail:
_________________________

The sign-on letter is from:

Adey Fisseha
Policy Analyst
National Immigration Law Center
1101 14th St., NW - Suite 410
Washington, DC 20005
PH: 202-216-0261
Fax: 202-216-0266
fisseha@nilc-dc.org

mailto:fisseha@nilc-dc.org

